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SUBJECT: MORNING SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT REPORTS 

1 . BHUTTO ARRESTS OPPOSITION LEADERS 

EMBASSY ISLAMABAD REPORTS THAT MOST MAJOR LEADERS OF THE 
PAKISTAN NATIONAL ALLIANCE (PNA), THE PRIMARY OPPOSITION 
PARTY IN PAKISTAN, WERE ARRESTED MARCH 17. BHUTTO'S 
ACTION APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN RESPONSE TO PNA 
DEMANDS THAT PAKISTAN HOLD NEW NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
ELECTIONS SUPERVISED BY THE JUDICIARY AND THE ARMY. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 061904 

THE CRACKDOWN HAS BEEN COMBINED WITH STEPS DESIGNED TO 
SHOW THAT BHUTTO HAS CONTROL OVER THE COUNTRY. THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAS BEEN SUMMONED TO MEET ON MARCH 
26. 

EMBASSY COMMENT: SOME OBSERVERS BELIEVE BHUTTO IS 
GIVING PNA LEADERS ONE LAST SIGNAL EITHER TO MODERATE 
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THEIR DEMANDS OR TO FACE CONTINUED INCARCERATION. THE 
CENTRAL QUESTION NOW IS HOW THE PUBLIC WILL REACT. 

BHUTTO HAS TAKEN A CALCULATED POLITICAL RISK. AND WE 
CANNOT PREDICT THE OUTCOME. (CONFIDENTIAL) ISLAMABAD 
2663, 3/18. 

2. UK: LABOR TO FACE CONFIDENCE VOTE 

EMBASSY LONDON REPORTS THAT LABOR'S EFFORTS TO AVOID A 
SUBSTANTIVE VOTE ON THE PUBLIC SPENDING WHITE PAPER BY 
MEANS OF HEAVY-HANDED PROCEDURAL TACTICS HAVE BACKFIRED. 
THE CONSERVATIVES WERE INCENSED BY LABOR S SHARP PRACTICES 
AND RESPONDED BY INTRODUCING A CENSURE MOTION. THE VOTE 
WILL TAKE PLACE ON MARCH 23. 

EMBASSY COMMENT: OUR GUESS IS THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
WIN IN A CLOSE CONTEST, BUT MAY HAVE TO STRIKE A DEAL 
WITH THE LIBERALS OR ULSTER UNIONISTS TO PREVAIL. 

(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) LONDON 4578, 3/17. 

3. SOMOZA FAMILY NEWSPAPER BLASTS US FOREIGN POLICY 

EMBASSY MANAGUA REPORTS THAT THE MARCH 17 EDITION OF THE 
SOMOZA FAMILY NEWSPAPER, NOVEDADES, CONTAINS A VITU- 
PERATIVE AND SOMEWHAT INCOHERENT ARTICLE ON ITS EDITORIAL 
PAGE CRITICIZING US FOREIGN POLICY, ESPECIALLY THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS. THE 
ARTICLE ALSO TAKES A PERSONAL SLAP AT THE PRESIDENT, 

SAYING HE "THINKS GOVERNING A PEOPLE IS THE SAME AS 
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SHELLING PEANUTS." 

EMBASSY COMMENT: THIS ATTACK MUST HAVE AT LEAST THE 
ACQUIESCENCE OF THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT AND MAY 
PRESAGE FURTHER EFFORTS TO SUGGEST THAT US HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICY IS EITHER ILLOGICAL OR BASED ON ULTERIOR MOTIVES. 
(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) MANAGUA 1276, 3/17. 

4. EL SALVADOR: CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS CONTINUE TO 
DETERIORATE 

EMBASSY SAN SALVADOR REPORTS THAT THE CRISIS IN CHURCH- 
STATE RELATIONS CONTINUES TO DEEPEN. ARCHBISHOP ROMERO 
HAS THE SOLID BACKING OF THE CLERGY IN HIS EFFORTS TO 
INVESTIGATE THE MURDER OF AN ACTIVIST PRIEST AND TO 
FORCE THE GOVERNMENT TO STOP HARASSING THE CHURCH. 
ROMERO HAS CANCELLED ALL SUNDAY MASSES EXCEPT A SINGLE 
CEREMONY IN SAN SALVADOR'S CATHEDRAL. SINCE THIS DECISION 
WILL BRING THOUSANDS OF WORSHIPERS INTO THE DOWNTOWN 
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AREA, THE GOVERNMENT HAS PLEADED WITH ROMERO TO RESCIND 
HIS ORDER. LEFTIST EXTREMISTS MIGHT TRY TO USE THIS 
CROWD FOR THEIR OWN ENDS, AND A MISSTEP ON EITHER SIDE 
COULD RESULT IN EVEN MORE TURMOIL. (CONFIDENTIAL) SAN 
SALVADOR 1338, 3/18. 
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